TOW-KNIGHT CENTER FOR
ENTREPRENEURIAL JOURNALISM

INTRODUCING EJ17 FELLOWS

The 2017 Tow-Knight fellows spent four months studying entrepreneurial
journalism and building their own startup ventures. Their brief bios are below.
Program Overview: TowKnight.org | On Twitter: @tkcuny | Permalink: bit.ly/ej17bios
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Last Name  Country of Origin

Bacchieri Brazil
Yang China
Sanchez Argentina
Marcolini Brazil
Kissi USA
Bassan Italy

Rain Ghana / USA

Rath-Wiggins Germany
Prabhakar India
Walker USA
Mella Peru
KalaLea USA
Green USA
Sugiyama USA

Marhoon Bahrain
Zaveri UK
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http://www.towknight.org/
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https://twitter.com/lynda420?lang=en
http://twitter.com/binawy
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https://twitter.com/whydidieatthat
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Rio Grande, Brazil | danielbacchieri@gmail.com | @bacchieridaniel

Bio: Daniel Bacchieri is a journalist, music curator and film
director. Founder and curator of StreetMusicMap, a
global coverage on street music. His most recent works
are focused on documentaries and branded content;
produced by and for NBA Entertainment, Fusion Media
Group, Chicas Poderosas, Zeppelin Filmes, VICE Brazil,
Coca-Cola, Toyota, Sony, Johnson & Johnson, Procter &
Gamble, Diageo.

Project: StreetMusicMap came to life to resonate with the music that is made every

day in the streets around the globe. The StreetMusicMap Instagram channel (2017
Webby Award Nominee for Social - Music Category) already has more than 42,000

followers and 1,250 artists documented on videos in 93 countries, all filmed by

more than 700 collaborators. The most recent product is the StreetMusicMap
Radio, podcast launched during the Tow-Knight Program in NYC. It is also the first
project to curate street musicians on Spotify, creating global playlists featuring the
best buskers in the world. StreetMusicMap aims to be the most complete platform

about street music in the world. It wants to promote the exchange between
musicians, fans and the music business. Where bands can connect with fans and a
place for everyone who wants to find the next big thing.
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Patagonia Argentina| erisanchez@gmail.com | @erisanchezweb

Bio:uErica Sanchez is a journalist and digital content
specialist. She is a former contributor and
translator at BuzzFeed, and the founder and
director of TiempoPatagonico.com, an hyperlocal



https://www.instagram.com/streetmusicmap/?hl=en
http://webbyawards.com/winners/2017/social/social-content-and-marketing/music/streetmusicmap-instagram/
http://webbyawards.com/winners/2017/social/social-content-and-marketing/music/streetmusicmap-instagram/
https://soundcloud.com/streetmusicmap
https://soundcloud.com/streetmusicmap
https://open.spotify.com/user/streetmusicmap
http://www.streetmusicmap.com/

media in Patagonia Argentina where she helps more than 250K readers per month
to be informed, specially during the last 2 volcanic eruptions that the area lived. She
started her career in journalism working for the biggest argentinian newspapers
like La Nacion magazines or Diario PERFIL, where she received a prize for the “Best
article of the year” in 2008, for her job as a crime reporter.

Graduated at the Made in New York Media Center Creative Founder Lab, 2016, she
is also a Y Combinator Startup School 2016, Cupertino, alumni.

Erica is a Member of the Women Techmaker Program at Google. In 2012 she was
selected with a fellowship at the FNPI - Fundacién Gabriel Garcia Marquez para el
Nuevo Periodismo Iberoamericano. > https://about.me/eri.sanchez /

WWW.erisanchez.com.ar

Project: WeAreClimate.com is a media platform and weekly newsletter to educate

citizens, help them understand and bring solutions for the climate change crisis.

WP Sl g Dbscbsb Obsdprjoji

" Rio de Janeiro, Brazil | babimarcolini@gmail.com | @babimarcolini

Bio: Barbara Marcolini is a multimedia journalist

‘ from Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She covered politics,
economy and culture for O Globo newspaper and
was part of the team that created O Globo a Mais, an
award-winning publication for mobile devices. She is
a Master's in Entrepreneurial Journalism candidate
at CUNY and works at social media news agency
Storyful.

Project: Do Rio is a solutions-journalism platform for Rio de Janeiro's residents. It is

a place where locals can discuss and find solutions for the problems they see in
their city, while bringing light to inspiring initiatives there are already out there.



https://about.me/eri.sanchez
http://www.erisanchez.com.ar/
http://weareclimate.com/
http://do-rio.com/
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Milan, Italy | valerio.bassan@gmail.com | @valeriobassan

Bio:Walerio Bassan is an editor, product manager and
content strategist with ten years of experience in digital
media. Until the end of 2016, he worked as a senior
editor at VICE, where he oversaw the launch of the
News vertical in Italy. Valerio previously lived in Berlin
where, in 2012, founded a successful digital media

outlet for the Italian community in Germany, Ul Mittev
Valerio's work focuses on building innovative products
and business development solutions for the media industry. His writing has
appeared in VICE News, Wired, Journalism.co.ukpLinkiestawand the European
Journalism ObservatoryvHe has given talks at the International Journalism Festival,
News:Rewired and Google's News Impact Summit.

ProjectuTechtivist is a media outlet and educational platform focusing on digital
activism. Its main product are a weekly newsletter, covering the intersection of
politics, activism and technology; a living library of digital tools for big and small
group of activists; and an educational service providing online training and guides
to a broad range of political and nonprofit organizations.
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New York, NY | michael@mijrain.com | @michaeljrain

Bio:WMlichael Rain is the co-founder of ZMedia Tech Group,
a media + tech company that builds tech products for the
global market of the African diaspora, with a mission to
create the 21st century “New York Times of Africa.” He
serves as the head of product and content of the
company's flagship brand ZNews Africa. Michael is a visual



mailto:valerio.bassan@gmail.com
https://techtiv.ist/
http://znewsafrica.com/

+ textual creative, content developer and product manager with a background in
strategic communications. He has worked with some of the world's largest and
best-known brands including TimeWarner, Toyota and The Wall Street Journal. He
is Ghanaian-American, a lifelong New Yorker and Brooklyn native.

Project: ZNews Africa is a brand that creates and curates cool stories about the
global Pan-African community through our mobile app, newsletter and website

products. We craft original content on ZNewsAfrica.com. ZNewsletter, our weekly
email of curated stories, reaches 4,000+ readers across the world. Produced and
developed in-house, our full-featured ZNews Africa mobile app garnered over

80,000 downloads and provides the latest news across Africa from more than 170
global news sources, in both English and French. ZNews Africa is a selected
member of Facebook, Google, Microsoft's accelerator programs for mobile tech
startups.
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Bio: Brittney Monique Walker is a travel and social justice
journalist and photographer born and raised in Los
Angeles, CA where driving is mandatory and where
visiting the beach during winter isn't weird. Now New
York is now her home where she eats a lot, freelances

and started GypsyJaunt.com, a site she created after

taking her first international trip to Ghana.
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Brittney started her career as a journalist in college where she covered local and
national social justice issues like the Jena Six and police brutality. Some of her most
strenuous work involves issues regarding oppression against and injustice within
the Black American community. She’s currently interested in exploring news topics
in travel and sexuality among Black women.


https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bahbahtech.mobile.android.news.zalph&hl=en
http://bit.ly/ZNLarchive
http://znewsafrica.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bahbahtech.mobile.android.news.zalph&hl=en
mailto:brittney@brittneymwalker.com



http://brittneymwalker.squarespace.com/

